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The Myth of Kinship Foster Care in Taiwan:
Kin’s Responsibility or Shared Responsibility
by the State*

Hon-Yei Annie Yu**

Abstract

It has been a common practice even in the U.S. that the extended
family substitutes the care role of parents at the time of family crisis.
Nevertheless, it was not-long ago that the U.S. child welfare system
transformed the kinship care into formal foster care for children, also a hot
issue in child welfare. In Taiwan, kinship care is still regarded as private
practice, and is hardly subsidized by the formal child welfare system. In
order to explore the interface of this natural support and public child
welfare system, survey and panel discussion of practitioners were
conducted to uncover the local governmental polices. Focus group of kin
caregivers helped to analyze the pros and cons of kinship foster care and
its practice implication from the perspective of service users. For

maltreated children, special attention has been taken to see the fitness of
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